A Propoſal tending tothe advancement of Learning 
by an unburdenſome and practicable enco urage- 


HEREAS ſeveral Perſons eminent for their Learning and Condition, have 
frequently and earneſtly deſired the Undertakers for the Preſs in Oxford to ſet 
upon the Edition of the Greek and Latin Fathers , and other Claſſical Books , 
in Hiſtory, Philology, Mathematics &c. which are ſome of them out of Print, 
or ſold at great rates; and ſome unfaithfully or negligently put out, of which 
| thing the Specimen begun by Dr James as to what concerns the Fathers is a 
fufficient proof, and of what emprovements even in the Text, Claſſical books are capable , the late 
edition of Archimedes his Arenarins, and other Greek and Latin Authors in this place ( ifothers were 
wanting) are a competentevidence: the ſaid Undertakers have endeavored to jutltifie their readineſs 
roſerve the pablic , and anſwer the deſires of the friends of Learning , to the uemoſt herein, and to 
that end have furniſht themſelves with Types and Letters of all kinds, and whatſoever is neceſſary 
to the uſes of an Imprimery : and alſo with no ſmal charge and pains have made preparation by them- 
ſelves and friends for ſeveral confiderable works, ſuch as {notations on all the Books of the Holy Scrip= 
zures, The Coptic Goſpels and Lzturgies. The ancient Saxon Homies and Liturgie, The old Latin Writers 
ofthe Engliſh Hiſtory hitherto not extant. The Life of King 4/fred, giving a full account of the expul- 
ſion of the Danes , and eſtabliſhment of the Saxon Monarchy, A Geographical, Philoſophical, and 
Hiſtorical ſurvey of the County of Oxford. Fohannes Antiochenus. The Greek Mathematicians. Joſephus and 
others. But having not the advantage by Trade and Exchange to diſpoſe of their Books when Printed 
and Bookſellers thinking it not to be their intereſt to preferr and forward the Sale of any Book , beſide 
their own and fellow Traders ; no Edijtjpy of the ſaid Undertakers, of a juſt Volume, or large Book will 
ever be ſold by them and conngengy it yill be impoſſible to ſupport the charge of ſuch an attemr 
and carry it on with vigor and Iacce My 
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To all which ithas bin replied by diverſe of the before mentioned favorers of the concerns of Learti- 
ing, That in this Nation there are certainly five hundred of the Nobility, Gentry, Lawiers, Phy ficians, 
and Clergy, who would alwaies be gratified by a fair and accurate Edition of any ſolid Claſſical Book , 
whether Oriental, Greek, Latin, or Modern ; and would not fail to bebuyers of it, which would com. 
petently ſecure the charge of an Impreſſion ; ſo that nothing but the want of propoſal and correſpon- 
dence, hinders the progreſs of fo uſeful and honourable a deſigne ; which without hazard or burthen 
toany Perſon , would in a ſhort time fix in our Nation the manufacture of Printing in its PR . 
with the conſequential advantages of Trade ; and reſtore to the world thoſe Monuments of Antiquity, 
whereof ſome are in hazard to be loſt ; others not likely to be reprinted , unleſs happily in little Forms 
and Letters, which viſibly is the fate of the Greek and Latine Hiſtorians, and other Claſſical Books 
at this time. 
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The aforeſaid Undertakers for rhe Preſs upon confideration of the premiſes, to ſatisfie the deſires of 
thoſe Worthy Perſons who have expreſt their concern in this affair; and alſo to Vindicate themſelves 
from being wanting to their Truſt , and the intereſts of Learning , dohereby publickly declare ; That 
| Vhatever Book ſhall be defired to be publiſht, of whatſoever Subje@ or Language, upon the afſurance 
that when tis finiſht 500 Copies will be taken off, ſhall be Printed on ſuch Paper and Letter , and with 
lach collation of Copies, review and tranſlation of the Text, illuſtration by Notes z and dili gent Corre- 
Qion of the Preſs , as ſhall be ſatisfafory to any judicious Reader z and then be ſet at a reaſonable and 
equal price, printed with the Book. 


And whereas the deſign of Dr Fames is particularly recommended to the ſaid Undertakers, that after 
atiligent collation of the Text , with thoſe many excellent MS. Copies wherewith they are furniſhr, 
and alſo the ſeveral printed Editions, they would begin with St Cyprian for the Latin Fathers, and 
for the Greek in one fair Yolume Greek aud Latin with S. Clement, Ignatius, Polycarp, Athenagoras, 
Tatian , Juſtin M. they hereby ſignifie their ready aſſent herein; and fo ſoon as they ſhall underſtand 
tat the aforeſaid Books, or either of them, or any other will be acceptable to the before m—— 
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number of Perſons, will without delay.ſet gpon the Work , and will afterward go on to ſuch Authors 
from time to time , as ſhall be deſired} and eſteemed uſeful for the Intereſt of Learning , and 
the Honor of the Nation. To which:end the preſent propoſal is printed, and all perſons thar 
approve thereof and will be concerned therein, are defired to fignify their pleaſures at the foor 
of the ſaid propoſal. IG On 
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